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Merry Christmas

An open letter from our new Field Director Wally Szempruch:
Dear Fellow LCRCC Club Members,

I’d like to get your comments and input as soon as possible.
At some of our recent monthly club meetings, the attendees have been discussing the possibility of
having an “Open House” Fun Fly at our field. Whether or not this occurs is up to each and every one of
us. Our president, Gary, has already discussed the possibility of such an event with the Forest Preserve
and we have obtained tacit approval from them for such an event as long as they are notified of specific
date(s).
There are at least 4 tentative dates available for this event. May 6th, July 15th, Sept. 9th, or Oct. 7th.
(August reserved for our club picnic)

The goals for this event are varied:
1. First and foremost, to conduct an AMA sanctioned Fun-Fly type of event. (Or a theme to be determined
by the committee)
2. To “showcase” our field and our hobby to both RC Pilots from other areas and/or the public at large.
3. To use the publicity of the event to attract new club members.
4. To fill the day with the camaraderie and fellowship that is unique to our hobby by those who want to
share it with others.

I have been “drafted” into the service of being next year’s Event Director. I’ve been
in favor of any activity that promotes both our field and the club. Having a great place to fly has always
been the primary goal and rationale for our club. But the field and the club will not be sustained unless
there is a constant infusion of new membership. We all know that “Life happens.” People get old, people
move away or events in their lives rob them of the time required to participate in the hobby. There is so
much competing for people’s time that the joy many of us get from modeling and flying could be easily
lost. Saying that, I feel that events like the Waukegan Airshow, or an open Fun-Fly could do a lot to both
promote our club and our hobby which may help all of us in the long run.

What is needed from you is a willingness to participate and join a committee whose
sole purpose will be to plan and execute the details needed to pull off a good outdoors RC event. Details
like, Publicity, Flight line Safety/Control, Parking, Traffic and General Administration need to be
discussed. People must be willing to take on responsibilities and execute them. The more people that get
involved, the easier this gets and the more fun it becomes. Our club, in times past, planned and executed
very large events, i.e. Mall Static Contest Displays, Flying Demonstrations, United Way Charity Events
and more.
An “Open House” Fun-Fly by comparison is a smaller event, but no less important to the long term goals
of our club which is to keep and maintain a good flying field.

I ask each club member to respond by email, please comment and let me know if you are
willing to participate in some fashion. Once I receive a show of support, I will set up an initial focused
meeting to begin the process. Please think about it and I pray you will respond favorably with your
participation.
Kindly,
Wally Szempruch “Zipper” 2018 LCRCC Events Director.

RADIO CHATTER
Flypaper invites your contributions. If you get a new aircraft, or do something of which you are proud,
or have a . . . uh . . .uh . . . “learning experience” with a plane or heli, or anything good or noteworthy to
share, let Jack Cutrone know and he will write it up in the next Flypaper. His email and phone number
appear in the masthead at the top.
ERRATA In last month’s issue, we had a feature article on Mike Taylor’s new scale helicopter, but Mike
pointed out that we had made an error. Vario does not “build” helicopters as the article stated, but
rather only manufactures kits from which heli’s may be built. Flypaper regrets the error.
Indoor flying continues at Beach Park Middle School. It is a great venue with high ceilings and three full
basketball courts in size. This picture of Tom (Turbine Tom) Skolarik flying a helicopter gives a good idea
of the size of the gymnasium in which we fly.

Tom Stolarik's helicopter has LED lights in the blades which create red circles
as seen from below and which make for good visibility as one can see

On December 10, 2017, we had a good turnout for the indoor fly and quite a selection of planes
and helicopters. Flying starts at 12:30 (or as soon as the basketball hoops are raised) and lasts
until 3:30. Dave Taylor is kind enough to make arrangements with the school every year. Pilot
fees are $10 which go to the school.

So what's all the excitement?
(l-r Dave Taylor, Keith Bradley
and Dan Henry)

Jim Buchanan shares a laugh with Mike Taylor

Have Helicopter, Will Travel.

It seems that Nate Henry got his small Inductrix FPV quad
stuck on the raised basketball backstop. Its lights are visible
just peaking over the lip on the backstop.. Happy ending
though – it came down when the backstop was lowered.

Red Matson and Paul Boardman.

Ultra Micro PT 17 with 15.3 inch
wingspan - typical size for indoor flying

Paul Boardman, pictured above, came because of an interest in RC flying and is a potential new
member. He said he had plenty of questions, but Red Matson, in the best tradition of the club,
was more than happy to answer them.

Nate Henry flying his UMX P51

Herb Ehnert (r) talking with Jim, school
staff who opens and closes the gym

But not all the flying was indoors. On Saturday, December 16th, the temperature at the field
was 45 degrees, with 3 mph winds and sunny. Your editor couldn’t resist going up to the field
and flying but amazingly, no one else came and he had the field all to himself. He put ten battery
packs through his Carbon Z Yak 54. He also flew an old Parkzone Supercub he hadn’t flown in
a long time but which he wanted to fly with floats for the first time to practice for New Year’s
day in case there is snow on the ground for the event.

December 7, 2017 LCRCC Meeting Minutes
The monthly meeting of the Lake County Radio Control Club was held at the Lake Villa Library Room “A”
1001 East Grand Ave, Lindenhurst, IL. Gary Shakin called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm with 15
members present.
Secretary’s Report:
The previous month’s minutes were accepted as written in the monthly “FlyPaper”
Treasurer’s Report:
The treasurer’s report was presented by Chuck Smith and accepted as read.
Field officer’s Report:

Field looks good, Jim Buchanan will once again snow plow (if necessary) our road leading to the
field for our January 1st season opener.
Thanks Jim!
Field Safety Officer’s Report:

No issues.
Events Director’s Report:

Monday January 1st , 10:00am is our season opener at the field; Gary Shaken’s wife will provide
chili for lunch while Gary provides the doughnuts – Thanks to both of you for feeding us!
Coffee will be available.
Old Business:
Forest preserve personnel recently re-roofed the garage/shed at the flying field… thanks guys!
We still need someone to take over the website, once it’s up and running Steve Yeaton has
agreed to keep it current. There was discussion of hiring someone to rebuild the website. The
current website does not permit access by smartphone or tablet. Gary Shakin will talk to his
nephew to see whetehr he might be interested in undertaking the project. If not, there are several
options, including hiring someone else or having GoDaddy rebuild it for a fee.

New Business:
Indoor flying has begun; contact Dave Taylor for time and dates. [Note see last page of this
newsletter for dates.]

Elections were held at the December 7th meeting here are the results: Gary Shakin, President,
Steve Yeaton, Vice president and safety officer, Chuck Smith remains treasurer, Bill Rago
remains secretary, Wally Szempruch has graciously accepted the position of Events Director,
Glen Learnahan will continue as field officer. Jack Cutrone will continue as editor of the
FlyPaper – great job Jack… Thanks! [Editor’s note: I did not pay Bill to say that – Jack.]
There was also considerable discussion about holding a Fun Fly or other event this summer. The
Forest Preserve has agreed to let us hold an event and invite other flyers, who will not have to
hold a current Lake County permit and will be treated as LCRCC guests. Steve Yeaton
cautioned that there are a lot of tasks that need to be done which requires careful planning and a
lot of volunteers. He offered to serve as contest director if no one else steps up but suggested
that it would be necessary for someone to chair the event. Gary Shakin and Jack Cutrone
volunteered to help set it up. Steve suggested that a good beginning for planning can be found in
Frank Tiana’s article in the current Model Airplane News.
Show & Tell:
Chuck Smith brought in one almost finished wing from his Beechcraft B18 twin. Chuck used
Bondo and epoxy along with microballoons for the ready to paint finish – Great Job Chuck. The
finished model will be powered by two DLE 35cc engines.
New Members:

One new member George Boukouzis’s son-in-law Peter Macheras welcome to the club!

Show & Tell:
Chuck Smith brought in one almost finished wing from his Beechcraft B18 twin. Chuck used
Bondo and epoxy along with microballoons for the ready to paint finish – Great Job Chuck. The
finished model will be powered by two DLE 35cc engines.
On a motion, second and voice note the meeting was adjourned at 8:27pm.
Bill Rago Recording Secretary

2018 Upcoming Events Schedule
•
•

•

NEXT MEETING – January 4, 2018 7:15 pm. Lake Villa Library, Room A, 1001 East Grand Ave,
Lindenhurst, IL.
Indoor Flying at Beach Park Middle School
o January 14, 2018
o January 28, 2018
o February 11, 2018
o February 25, 2018
o March 11, 2018
o March 25, 2018
Opening Day, April, 2018 date TBD
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