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It all began with this: 

 
 

1903 Wright Flyer 
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Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum, Washington, D.C. 
 
On a recent business trip, a meeting ended early and Jack Cutrone was fortunate enough to have a little 
time to go to the Air and Space Museum.   However, it was far too little time to fully explore the original 
museum on Independence Avenue near the Mall, yet alone get to the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center in 
Chantilly, Virginia with its two large hangers of exhibits and tower overlooking Dulles Airport.   The 
original museum though has exhibits that will thrill anyone with a passion for aviation.   
 
The 1903 Wright Flyer pictured above is the 
original one flown by the Orville and Wilbur 
Wright on December 17, 1903 at Kitty Hawk.  With 
20-25 mph winds, at 10:35 AM, Orville flew it 
about 120-feet in 12 seconds. Then Wilbur flew 
for about 175 feet, followed by Orville who flew 
about 200 feet. Finally about 12:00 PM, Wilbur 
flew 852 feet in 59 seconds, an average ground 
speed of 10 mph.   

The exhibit is housed in a part of the museum 
designated as the Wright Brothers Cycle Shop.  It 
is filled with Wright brothers educational 
information and original objects related to the 
Wright’s planes and flights.  And the next time we 
are at the field and nose over into a propeller 
strike which breaks the prop, lest we think we are 
the only ones to do that, the Wrights beat us to 
that too, breaking one of their hand-made props 
that cold, windy December day in 1903. 

 
Another early flyer, Charles Lindbergh, has 
always inspired aviation lovers.  His “Spirit of 
St. Louis” Ryan Monoplane is also housed at 
the museum.  Working as a mail pilot a year 
before the famous flight, Lindbergh heard of a 
$25,000 prize for the first flight between New 
York and Paris. Backed by a group of St. Louis 
businessmen, Lindbergh supervised the 
building of his unique plane and set out after 
the prize.  At 7:52 A.M., May 20, 1927 Charles 
Lindbergh gunned the engine of the "Spirit of 
St Louis" and aimed her down the dirt runway 
of Roosevelt Field, Long Island. Heavily laden 
with fuel, the plane bounced down the muddy 
field, gradually became airborne and barely cleared the telephone wires at the field's edge. The crowd 
of 500 thought they had witnessed a miracle. During the flight, Lindbergh dealt with total darkness, 

Broken 1903 Wright Flyer propeller 

First powered airplane flight 



clouds and fog, at times skimming a mere ten feet above the ocean, until he spotted some fishing boats 
near the Irish coast.  He flew over Ireland and then England at about 1500 feet before crossing the 
English Channel to France.  Thirty-three and one half-hours and 3,500 miles after take-off he landed at 
Paris’s Le Bourget Airport, the first to fly the Atlantic alone and became part of aviation history. 
 
Also a necessary part of any exhibit on the 
history of aviation is one of this author’s 
personal heroes, Chuck Yeager.  Not far from 
the “Spirit of St. Louis” in the main exhibit hall 
is the Bell X-1 Rocket Plane “Glamorous 
Glennis.”  Piloted by Yeager on October 14, 
1947 at Muroc Field (later to become Edwards 
Air Force Base) in Palmdale, California, the X-1 
became the first aircraft to exceed the speed 
of sound.  Yeager flew the plane at Mach 1.07 
at an altitude of 45,000 feet after the plane 
was dropped from the bomb bay of a modified 
B29 Superfortress.  Yeager later flew the X-15 
rocket plane and was seen piloting that aircraft 
by our departed friend Jack Bernard.  From our October, 2015 Flypaper: “Jack recalls watching some of 
Yeager’s flights in the X-15.  The X-15 was carried aloft by a B52 and would be dropped from its belly.  
Jack said that the X-15 would drop about 1000 feet and once its rocket ignited, ‘he would be gone.’  
Yeager flew a circle route from Edwards to Lake Tahoe and back.  Yeager had four chase planes, two at 
Lake Tahoe and the other two at Muroc which would attempt to follow Yeager but he would be back at 
Edwards long before the chase planes arrived.”  Later, Yeager became the first commandant of the USAF 
Aerospace Research Pilot School, which produced astronauts for NASA and the USAF. 
 
Having recently acquired a scale Extra 260, 
the author became interested in the plane 
and wondered where the name came from.  
His researches discovered that the 260 was 
a single built plane made by Walter Extra of 
Germany.  He also learned that the plane 
was flown by female aerobatic pilot Patty 
Wagstaff.  Patty, the daughter of a Japan 
Airline pilot, accompanied her father on 
many of his trips and when he let her take 
the controls of his DC-6, she was hooked on 
flying.  She became part of the US Aerobatic 
Team in 1985 and won many competitions including becoming a three-time US National Champion.  Two 
of those championships were in her Extra 260 which now hangs, appropriately inverted, at the Air and 
Space Museum. 
 
 
 
 



America’s ventures into space are well represented at the 
museum.  The first class of American astronauts piloted the 
manned spaceflights of the Mercury program from May 1961 
to May 1963. These seven original American astronauts were 
Scott Carpenter, Gordon Cooper, John Glenn, Gus Grissom, 
Wally Schirra, Alan Shepard, and Deke Slayton.  None could be 
over 5’11” tall due to the small size of the Mercury capsule.  
Indeed visitors to the museum are surprised to see just how 
small the capsule is.  The first American in space was Alan 
Shepard who made a sub-orbital flight in December, 1961.  On 
display is John Glenn’s Mercury Friendship 7 capsule. On 
February 20, 1962, Glenn became the first American to orbit 
the Earth. An Atlas launch vehicle propelled the Mercury 
spacecraft into Earth orbit and enabled Glenn to circle the 
Earth three times. The flight lasted a total of 4 hours, 55 
minutes, and 23 seconds before the Friendship 7 spacecraft 
splashed down in the ocean.    

 

On July 25, 1961, President John F Kennedy made a 
dramatic and startling promise to a joint session on 
Congress to land a man on the moon before the 
decade was over.  Many club members, the author 
included, remember seeing that first landing on the 
moon.  It was a time of triumph for America and for 
aviation.  Apollo 11 mission commander Neil 
Armstrong and pilot Buzz Aldrin landed the lunar 
module Eagle on July 20, 1969, at 20:18 UTC, with the 
radio transmission “The Eagle has landed.” Armstrong 
became the first to step onto the lunar surface six 
hours later on July 21 at 02:56:15 UTC and said, “One 
small step for man.  One giant leap for mankind.”  Aldrin joined him 20 minutes later. They spent two 
and a quarter hours together outside the spacecraft, and collected 47.5 pounds (21.5 kg) of lunar 

material to bring back to Earth.  Michael Collins 
piloted the command module Columbia alone in 
lunar orbit while they were on the Moon's 
surface. Armstrong and Aldrin spent just under a 
day on the lunar surface before rendezvousing 
with Columbia in lunar orbit. The Columbia made 
a 238,000 mile journey back to earth and a fiery 
re-entry into the atmosphere.  Visitors to the 
museum can actually touch a rock brought back 
from the moon on a later Apollo mission, the 
small black triangular shaped object in the white 
circle pictured at left.    

 



 

 

 

 

RADIO CHATTER 
 
Flypaper invites your contributions.  If you get a new aircraft, or do something of which you are proud, 
or have a . . . uh . . .uh . . . “learning experience” with a plane or heli, or anything good or noteworthy to 
share, let Jack Cutrone know and he will write it up in the next Flypaper.  His email and phone number 
appear in the masthead at the top.  , 
 
I don’t care if it is global warning or a Chinese 
hoax, I’ll take it.  After a cold start to January, 
the weather became mild.  On January 21st, the 
day was sunny and temperature hit 57 degrees, 
albeit with fairly stiff winds.  Gary Shakin  flew 
but had a close encounter with a prop getting  
a gash in his thumb.  Later, Gary and Eddie 
Okrzesik worked on the tractor, discovering a 
leaky seal that was letting 90 weight gear lube 
into the bearing.  They also discovered a nut on 
the wheel shaft that was merely hand tight 
rather than torqued to 400 pounds as the 
manual suggested.  Bill Brown and Jack 
Cutrone also took advantage of the weather and were up at the field.  It was somewhat surprising that 
more club pilots did not come to fly that warm day.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Command Module of Apollo Skylab 4 mission Burnt heatshield of the Apollo Command Module 

Bill's Heli and in the background, Jack’s Somethin’ Extra 



 
 
January 22nd Indoor Fly.  Despite competing with the NFL playoffs, there was a good turnout for the 
indoor event arranged by Dave Taylor.  Kyle Rickert was there flying an FPV micro Horizon Hobby Blade 
quad with Fatshark goggles.  He allowed the author to look through the goggles as he flew it around the 
gym, through the author’s legs and between the roof supports.  The resolution of the FPV camera and 
the goggles were really amazing and it was exciting being flown at high speed around the gym.  Later, 
Kyle’s quad was helpful after Dave Taylor, trying to emulate Kyle, flew his own non-FPV quad through 
the roof supports.  The only problem was that one of the quad’s supports snagged a beam and the quad 
got stuck on the beam which is 30 or more feet above the gym floor.  Hmmm.  How to get it down?  In 
the photo, the two reddish arcs are the lights on Dave’s quad stuck on a beam.  The white light a little 
above and to the right is Kyle’s quad trying to knock Dave’s off the beam.  After Dave kept jiggling the 
sticks, his quad did shake off the beam and he brought it in for a safe landing.  A video of the dramatic 
rescue can be seen at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnVHxQvpiGM&feature=youtu.be 

 
It should be mentioned that in addition to setting up the indoor fly, Dave Taylor frequently and very 
graciously takes time away from his own flying in order to help others, and this indoor fly was no 
exception with Dave providing help to both Ken Gentry and Jack Cutrone.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnVHxQvpiGM&feature=youtu.be


 
 
 

Gremlins invade the flying field.  On February 6th, 
both Bill Brown and Jack Cutrone were plagued 
by gremlins.  Bill flew his Synergy helicopter and 
took it into a loop.  As he took it over the top and 
it started descending, he lost throttle control 
even though the engine was still running.  Unable 
to slow the descent with no throttle or pitch 
control, the heli smacked into the runway, the 
engine still running.  The RX power switch had 
moved to “off” and the kill switch wouldn’t work.  
Major repairs ahead.  Jack flew his Somethin’ 
Extra which worked fine for the first two flights, 
loops, rolls, inverted flight, vertical up-lines, 
Cuban Eights.  On the third flight however, he took it up into a vertical up-line.  He too experienced 
throttle issues with the engine still running but not responding to stick movements.  After a stall turn, 
the throttle behaved normally.  Nevertheless, he landed immediately and on the roll-out, the engine 
died.  Still had ¾ tank, throttle servo working fine, glow plug ok, tank plumbing ok. Hmmm?? If you don’t 
believe in Gremlins, that’s okay, but as Jack was leaving, this is what he saw in his rear-view mirror: 

Dave Taylor and Bill Brown Turbine Tom and Kyle RIckert 

A happy Jim Buchanan showing off his quad. 
Red Matson leaving early for the Packers game - 
Sorry about the result Red. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
February 5th Indoor Fly 

A video of the flight is at:  
https://youtu.be/qAnoV0QXCBE  

 

 

Turbine Tom flies his Blades Night 230S 
heli with led light built into the blades The lights show nicely against the dark ceiling. 

Dave Taylor concentrates on his 
aerobatic routine with his UMX Yak Dan and Nate Henry 

Bill, Brown, Mike Taylor, Keith Bradley and Jim Buchanan Bill Brown & Mike Taylor clowning.  This is a family magazine 
and we couldn't show what they were doing moments earlier. 

https://youtu.be/qAnoV0QXCBE


February 2, 2017 
LCRCC Meeting Minutes 

 
The monthly meeting of the Lake County Radio Control Club was held in the North Shore Bank, 5117 
Green Bay Road, Kenosha.  Jay Imroth called the meeting to order at 7:17pm with 12 members present.   
 
Secretary’s Report:   
 
The previous month’s minutes were accepted as written in the monthly “FlyPaper” 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
The treasurer’s report was presented by Chuck Smith and accepted as read.    
 
Field officer’s Report:  
 
Gary Shakin and Chuck Smith plan to get the tractor ready for use before the spring growing season.  
They plan on repairing one wheel at a time and as weather permits  
 
Field Safety Officer’s Report: 
  
Jay Imroth reported all was well at the field, not much going on this time of year.   
 
Events Director’s Report:  
 
In Red Matson’s absence, Eddie Okrzesik announced we need cooks and volunteers for this year’s 
events.  Please step-up and support your club!  
 
Old Business: 
 
Gary Shakin and Jay Imroth will meet with Forest Preserve personnel with this year’s requests, one 
being the fence needs repairing in several locations.  Once again they will ask for temporary one day 
passes for visitors who would like to fly at our field.  
 
Jay Imroth, Chuck Smith, and Steve Yeaton are in the process of writing detailed instructions as to 
how to run the tractor and other lawn equipment.   
 
New Business:  
 
Wally Szempruch will once again spearhead the Waukegan air show regarding a static display along 
with a strong LCRCC presence.   Please bring a model to show at this public event, we need to spark 
more interest in this hobby.  Wally will keep us posted as to if and when this will take place.  
 
2017 memberships will be accepted through the March Club meeting. Remember... the March 
meeting is the deadline for renewal without penalty! Sign up at regularly scheduled club meetings or 
by mail.  You must present proof of 2017 AMA membership.  
 
 
 



New Member: 
 
No new members,  
 
Show & Tell: 
 
Jay Imroth brought his GCI Mavix Quad copter which is very impressive; it is very small but sports 
sonar ground tracking which maintains an exact altitude along with GPS and all the goodies including 7.2 
mile radio range!  All for $1200.00 depending on the number of batteries the operator would like.  
 
On a motion, second and voice vote the meeting was adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
 
Bill Rago, Recording Secretary  
 
 

 
  



2017 Upcoming Events Schedule 
 

• NEXT MEETING – March 2, 2017, 7:15 pm, North Shore Bank, 5117 Green Bay Rd., Kenosha 
• Indoor Fly – March 5, 2017 Beach Park Middle School 
• Indoor Fly – March 19, 2017 Beach Park Middle School 
• Opening Day – April 9, 2017, Host: Red Matson 
• May 7, 2017 – Biplanes and Giant Scale, Host Gary Shakin 
• June 4, 2017 – Heli’s and Quad’s, Host: Wally Szempruch 
• July 9, 2017 – Warbirds and Electric Planes, Host: Jay 
• July 24, 2017 EAA Oshkosh, WI 
• August TBD – Hosts: Jim and Joan Doubek 
• September 10, 2017 – Jets, Host: Ed Okrzesik 
• October 8, 2017 – Cubs, Host: Dave 

 
 

 
 

 

  Lake County Radio Control Club  -  lakecountyrc@gmail.com 
 

Lake County Radio Control Club Officers 

President: Gary Shakin  (847) 997-2744       epoxyone@aol.net 
V.P./Safety Officer: Jay Imroth (262) 960-4127            crazydoodle1@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer: Chuck Smith  (847) 362-8865             crolsmi@aol.com 
Events Director: Red Matson  (847) 514-2200                          matsonamat3@aol.com 
Secretary: Bill Rago  (847) 489-8871                recumbentmister@gmail.com 
Field Director: Glen Learnahan   (847) 624-2325                              bowing@comcast.net 
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